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PASS  UNOER  THE  ROD. 


I    saw    a    young    bride   iu    her   beauty    and 
pride, 
Bedecked   in  her  snowy  array; 
And   the  bright   flush   of  joy   mantled   high 
on  her  cheek, 
And  the  future  seemed  smiling  and  gay; 
And    with    woman's   devotion    she   laid    her 
fond  heart 
At  the  shrine  of  adolatrous  love; 
And  she  anchored  her  hopes  to  this  perish- 
ing earth 
By  the  chain  which  her  tenderness  wove. 
But   I    saw    when   those   heart-strings   were 
bleeding  and  torn. 
And  the  chain  had  been  severed  in  two; 
She   had   changed   her   white  robes   for  the 
sables  of  grief. 
And  her  'bloom  for  the  paleness  of  woe. 
But  the  Healer  was  there,  pouring  balm  on 
her  heart, 
And  wiping  the  tears  from  her  eyes; 
He  strengthened   the  chain   He  had   broken 
in   twain. 
And  fastened  it  firm  to  the  skies. 
There    had    whispered    a    voice,    'twas    the 

voice  of  her  God: 
"I   love  thee;    I   love  thee;   pass   under   the 
rod." 

I  saw  a  young  mother  in  tenderness  bend 

O'er  the  couch  of  her  sluuHbering  boy, 
And   she   kissed   the  soft   lips  as   they   mur- 
mured her  name. 
While  the  dreamer  lay  smiling  in  Joy. 
0'.  sweet  as  the  rosebud  encircled  with  dew, 

When  its  fragrance  is  fluug  on  the  air, 
So   fresh   and  so  bright   to  that   mother  he 
seemed, 
As  he  lay  in  his  innocence  there. 
But   I   saw   when   she   gazed   on   that    same 
lovely  form. 
Pale  as  marble,  and   silent,   and  cold; 
But   paler  and  colder  her  'beautiful   boy, 

When  the  tale  of  her  sorrow   was   told. 
But  the  Healer  was  there  who  had  stricken 
her  heart, 
And   taken   her  treasure  away; 
To  allure  her  to  Heaven  He  had  placed  it 
on  high. 
And  the  mourner  will  sweetly  obey. 
There   had    whispered    a    voice,    'twas    the 

voice  of  her  God: 
"I  love  thee;   I   love  thee;   pass   under  the 
rod." 

I  saw   a   father  and   mother  who  leaned 

On  the  arms  of  a  dear  gifted  son; 
And  their  star  of  the  future  grew  bright  to 
their  gaze 
When   they   saw   the   proud   place  he   had 
won. 
Oh,  the  fast  coming  evening  of  life  promised 
fair. 
And    its   pathway   grew    smooth   to    their 
feet; 
And  the  starlight  of  love  glimmered  bright 
at  the   end, 
And  the  whispers  of  fancy  weTe  sweet. 
But  I  saw  them  again  bending  low  o'er  the 
grave 
Where  their  heart's  dearest  hope  had  been 
laid; 
Their  star  had  gone  down  in  the  darkness 
of  night, 
And  the  ioy  from  their 'bosoms  had  fled. 
But   the   Healer   was  mere   with   His   arms 
thrown  around, 
And  He  led  them   with  tenderest  care; 


He  showed  them  a  star  in   that  bright  up- 
per world — 
'Twas  their  star  shining  brilliantly  there. 

There    had    whispered    a    voice,    'twas    the 
voice  of  their  God: 

"I   love  thee;   I   love   thee;   pass  under   the 
rod." 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 

Elder  Thomas  B.  C'ondie,  whose 
biography  ds  selected  for  this  week,  has 
been  laboring  in  the  Lord's  vineyard  since 
the  24th  of  June,  1S97,  having  left  home 
a  week  prior.  President  C'ondie  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  on  July  7th,  1S61,  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  of  parents  who  cheer- 
fully endured  the  hardships  of  "crossing 
the   plains"   in     the     handcart     brigade. 


TH'O'S.  E.  CONDIE, 
President  of  the  Mississippi  Conference. 

When  quite  small  he,  with  his  parents, 
left  Salt  Lake  City  for  Morgan  County, 
where  they  settled  in  C'royden.  They 
followed  fanning  and  logging,  at  which 
Elder  Condie  took  a  complete  course. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  President  C'on- 
die concluded  to  make  school  teaching 
his  vocation,  so  qualified  himself  to  that 
end,  and  has  been  teaching  school  for  the 
past  twelve  years,  finding  time  incidental 
to  his  pedagogic  labors  to  attend  to  many 
ecclesiastical  duties,  including  those  re- 
quired by  the  Bishopric — he  being  called 
as  second,  counselor  to  the  Bishop  of 
Croyden.  Elder  Condie  was  elected 
County  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 


tion, and  to  facilitate  his  labor,  in  1894, 
he  removed  to  Morgan  City,  the  county 
seat.  About  this  time  he  married  an  ac- 
complished lady,  but  a  year  later  she  was 
taken  from  him  by  the  angel  death,  leav- 
ing a  bright  little  boy  as  a  loving  memen- 
to of  her  sweet  disposition. 

Elder  Comlie  began  his  labors  in  the 
field  at  canvassing,  and  later  traveled 
with  the  presidency,  thus  getting  a  thor- 
ough insight  to  the  duties  that  were  to  be 
thr  ist  on  him  as  President.  The  follow- 
ing March  21,  18DS,  he  assumed  the  posi- 
tion he  now  holds,  one  that  he  has  held 
with  signal  credit  to  himself,  those  who 
called  him  and  those  with  whom  he  is 
associated,  including  the  Elders  over 
whom  he  presides  and  the  people  that  lie 
meets  in  lib  travels. 

President  Condie  has  had  a  varied  ex- 
perience in  his  missionary  labors,  from 
the  most  pleasant  to  those  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  martyr.  During  the  past 
summer  he  has  had  a  severe  siege  of  yel- 
low fever.  While  victims  were  dying  on 
all  sides  of  him  he,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
was  preserved,  and  a  prominent  Meth- 
odist with  his  family  was  nursed  back 
mercifully  to  health  and  strength.  Their 
kindness  and  generosity  has  been  the 
subject  of  many  of  his  letters  to  the  of- 
fice during  this  trying  ordeal. 

Elder  Condie  is  assited  in  his  arduous 
duties  by  Elders  Osmer  D.  Flake,  of 
Snow-flake,  Arizona,  and1  Collins  R. 
Wakes,  of  Mesa  City,  Arizona,  besides 
an  earnest  corps  of  Elders,  who  are  labor- 
ing with  great  zeal  to  make  the  Missis- 
sippi Conference  shine  with  the  brightest 
in  the  Mission.  The  following  circular 
letter,  addressed  to  the  Mississippi  Con- 
ference over  the  signature  of  his  coun- 
selor and  companion,  will  be  read  with 
interest  in  this  issue. 

WELCOME  THE  STAR. 


By  E.    M.  D. 

Welcome  to  our  Southern  Star! 

May  her  labors  meet  success. 
While  shining  faith,  the  loyal  light, 

That  should  each  soul  impress. 

The  Gospel  bearer.     God  bless  the  right 
And  trample  down'  the  wrong. 

The  Elders  of  the  Southern  States, 
Praise  her  In  word  and  song. 

May   we   to  her  our   interest   give, 
And  place  out  Standard  high, 

That  she   may  help  advance  the   truth, 
Till   Christ  shall  rend   the  sky. 
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REPENTANCE 


Bj    \i"'  i  •    tfattita*   r.  i  "« li  j 
\\  i  titan  for  The  Boutfaern  star. 

Repentance  follows  l-'aiih  as  a  natural 
sequence,  for  when  the  human  mind  haa 
-. ■  i Hi <-i< -i 1 1  faith  in  Qod,  based  upon  the 
perfection  of  His  attributes,  i"  desire 
His  guidance  and  b  Bndl  return   to  His 

presence  t in-  ii ghl  la  fore Bl  dial  no 

unclean  thing  can  enter  Hi-  presence  and 
repentance  from  all  aln,  qoI  merely  an 
expression  of  sorrow,  bnl  a  dlscontinu 
ance  of  sinful  practices,  amounting  to  a 
reformation  of  life,  suggests  Itself  aa  b 
matter  of  course.  This  philosophical  view 
of  the  subject  is  in  perfect  accord  with 
Unly  Writ.  Hence  it  was  upon  the  day 
mi  Penl -i  when  the  sin-convicted  mul- 
titude cried  out:  "Men  ind  brthren, 
what  shall  we  do?"  that  Peter  oommand- 
ed  'in -in  i"  repent  aa  the  firsl  step  follow- 
ing the  manifestation  of  their  faith  in 
Chrisl  and  His  atonement.  Acts  ii.,  ">s 
Thal  repentance  is  an  indispensable  eon- 
dition  of  Balvatdon  li:i<  been  taught  in  all 
ages  "f  the  world,  by  men  of  find.  The 
only  exception  being  thai  which  applies 
in  all  other  requirements  of  the  Kospel. 
Thai  is.  in  the  case  of  persons  incapable 
of  knowing  good  from  evil,  such  as  chil- 
iitvu  who  cannot  believe,  nor  disbelieve, 

and  are  i  xempl  from  the  law  until  they 
arrive  it  the  years  of  accountability. 
Hence  the  saying  of  the  Savior.  "Suffer 
little  children,  and  forbid  them  not,  to 
come  unto  me.  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of   heaven."   Matt.    xix.:14.      Ezekiel    said 

to  ancient  Israel  in  his  ISth  chapter  and 

30th  verse.  "Repenl  and  turn  yourselves 
from  all  your  transgressions  so  iniquity 
shall  not  be  your  ruin."  Israel  did  not 
repent  as  3  nation,  and  their  sad  history 
proves  that  iniquity  caused  their  ruin. 
The  olive  branch  of  peace  was  offered 
them  without  money  and  without  price. 
They  rejected  the  means  of  escape,  and 
in  consequence  they  have  verified  the 
words  of  Moses,  their  great  law  giver. 
"And  I  will  scatter  you  among  the  heath- 
en and  will  driw  out  a  sword  after  you; 
and  your  land  shall  be  desolate  and  your 
cities    wastes."    lev.   xxvi. :•'!.". 

It  was  supposed  by  some  in  Palestine 
ttiat  the  Galileans,  whose  blood  Pilate 
had  mingled  with  the  sacrifices,  were 
greater  sinners  than  others,  because  such 
agonies  had  come  upon  them.  "And  Te- 
sus  answering  said  unto  them.  Suppose 
ye  that  these  Galileans  were  sinners 
above  all  the  Galileans,  because  they  suf- 
fered such  things?  I  tell  yon  nay.  but 
except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise 
perish."  The  foregoing  contains  the 
divine  lesson,  thai  suffering  is  not  l  sub- 
stitute for  reiieiitae.ee;  that  while  he  did 
not  justify  the  agonies  brought  upon 
them  by  persecution,  TTe  did  not  intimate 
in  the  least  that  suffering  would  be  ac- 
cented instead  of  repentance,  nor,  on  the 
oilier  hand,  that  these  sufferings  were 
any  evidence  of  the  sins  of  the  sufferers 
as  to  the  height  or  depth  of  their  tnns- 
•"-essions.  The  weight  of  responsibility 
is  measured  either  by  the  light  men  pos- 
sess ,,-  the  light  which  opportunities  af- 
ford them  to  possess,  but  which  they  re- 
ject. As  Paul  said  to  the  Athenians  (Acts 
xvii.:."01:  "And  the  times  of  this  igno- 
rance God  winked  at.  but  now  command- 
eth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent."  and 
again  the  Savior  enunciated  this  doe- 
trine:      "And    this    is    the   condemnation 


that     light     is    come     into    the     world,     I  lid 

men    loved   darkness,    rather   than    light 

because   their  deeds    were  evil."     St.  John 

lll.:10. 
No    matter    how    strict    the    Individual 

may  be  to  live  a  life  of  moral  rectitude, 

il   is  very  plainly  tiuglit   in  the  Scriptures. 

rejecl  Ing   I  nrther  light   from  '  lod  i 
tutea  a  sin,  and  therefore  occasions  the 
necessity   of    repentance    as    proof.      VVe 

cite    the  cise  of    the    young    man    in    \l  tl 

thew,  chapter  19,   who  came  to  the  Sa- 

\  lor  for  Instructions,  bill  when  he  was 
commanded  by   the  Redeemer  to  sell  all 

that    lie   had.    give    to   the   | •,    and    follow 

Him,  he  wenl   away  Borrowful,  rejecting 

i lie  iiijiii:eiiiui  of  the  Savior,  and  yel   be 

had    kept    the    Cot anduieiils    from    his 

youth  up.  and  was  probably  as  righteous 
as    many    modern    "Christians,"    who.    if 

commanded  by   the  Savior  to  give  their 

possessions  to  the  poor,  would  go  away 
sorrowful.      There    were    "devout"    people 

assembled  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and 

yet  Peter  made  no  exception  when  he 
commanded  the  multitude  to  repent.  If 
they  had  done  the  best  they  could  previ- 
ously with  the  light  they  had.  greater 
light  hid  now  come,  and  they  must  re- 
ceive it  or  be  condemned.  The  same 
truth  applies  to  every  Gospel  dispensa- 
tion, not  excepting  the  "dispensation  of 
the  fullness  of  times."  the  greatest  of 
all.  Hod  promised  to  send  an  holy  angel, 
and  make  a  restitution  of  all  things  pre- 
dicted by  the  Ancient  Prophets,  preced- 
ing  the   second   advent   of   the   Messiah. 

The  light  has  come.      A    new  dispensation 

h.as  been  ushered  in.  The  Everlasting 
liospel  has  been  restored  with  its  ancient 
gifts  and  blessings,  and  "Ood  command- 
eth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent," 
"Christian"  and  infidel  without  exception. 
Repentance  is  a  principle,  and  not 
merely  an  expression  of  penitent  grief. 
It  involves,  as  before  stated,  a  reforma- 
tion of  life.  In  II.  Cor.  vii.:9-10,  Pml 
says:  "Now  I  rejoice,  not  that  ye  were 
made  sorry,  but  that  ye  sorrowed  to  re- 
pentance, *  *  *  for  godly  sorrow 
worketh  repentance  to  salvation  not  to  lie 
repented  of.  but  the  sorrow  of  the  world 
worketh  death."  The  sorrow  of  the  world 
may  be  illustrated  by  the  conduct  of  the 
inebriate,  who  when  intoxicated  commits 
tots  of  violence  which  mantle  his  brow 
with  the  Hush  of  shame  and  fill  him  with 
remorse  in  his  sober  moments.  lie  ex- 
presses sorrow,  perhaps  weeps  in  his 
agony,  but  again  he  gives  way  to  the 
tempter  and  repeats  his  acts  of  dishonor 
instead  of  "fleeing  temptation."  This 
kind  of  sorrow  does  not  work  repentance 
to  salvation.  We  find  religious  people 
sorrowing  and  sometimes  confessing  their 
sins,  only  to  repeat  sin.  This  is  the  sor- 
row of  the  world,  and  needs  to  be  re- 
pented of  because  it  savors  so  much  of 
hypocrisy  ind  consequently  "worketh 
death."  On  the  contrary,  true  repentance 
consists  not  in  the  outward  expression  of 
grief,    but     in    forsaking    sin.       "I„t       the 

wicked  forsake  his  way  and  the  unright- 
eous man  his  thoughts  and  return  unto 
the  T/ord.  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 
him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abun- 
dantly pardon."  Isa.  iv.:7,  not  only  the 
evil  deed,  but  the  unrighteous  thought. 
Every  wicked  deed  is  first  conceived  in 
the  mind,  and  hence  the  need  of  easting 
away  fhe  evil  thought  before  it  germi- 
nates into  actual  crime,  which  lead  to 
prison,  the  -allows  and  to  spiritual  death. 
Of  the  ruin  caused  by  the  talented  but 


enrrupi     Aaron    Hurr    it     was    trulj 

"His  brain  conceived  it.  his  hand  brought 
ii  into  ictlon."  i.et  us  now  examine  ■ 
..•  of  Scripture  which  is  frequently 
quoted  to  substantiate  the  erroi us  doc- 
trine that   Hod   is  phase, I   to  MVC  men   in 

their  sin,.  ,,r  thai  death-bed  repentenci 
ufficient    The  passage  is  found  iu 

Luke    \  \m. :  IL'  I.'!.    and    reads    ihiis      "An. I 

in-   1 1 in-   penitent    malefactor)    said    unto 
Jesus,    i.ord.   remember   me   when  Thou 
oinesi    into    I .  y    kingdom.      And   . 

-aid  onto  him.  Verih  I  IS]  unto  lln-e, 
today  shall    thou  I..-  with  me  iu  Paradise." 

from    this    statement    thousands    in    toe 

"Christian"      world      have      taken     ii    for 
granted    that    the    thief    on    the    eross    ri 
eeived  full  and  complete  salvation.     With 

this  unwarranted  perversion  of  a  sacred 

passage  tin-  minister  has  taught  the  inur- 
derer  in  tin-  felon's  cell  to  confess  Christ, 
and  all  would  In-  well  with  him.  and  as 
the  hangman  drew  the  bolt  ind  let  the 
culprit  swing  into  eternity  the  minister 
has  stood  close  by  and  said,  "The  Lord 
.lesus  receive  thy  soul."     On  the  other 

band,  the  | r  victim   of  the  assassin  has 

been    cut    off    without    time       I nfeSI 

Christ,  and  the  same  doctrine  which 
WOfta  the  murderer  to  the  courts  of  glory, 
consigns  the  victim  to  the  names  of  hell. 
Is  it  possible  that  Christ  ever  taught  such 
a  heinous  doctrim'.'  A  doctrine  so  incon- 
sistent! so  revolting  to  reason,  so  repug- 
nant to  justice!  We  answer  emphatically 
"-No,"  nor  did  He  utter  a  syllable  from 
which  such  an  inference  can  be  drawn 
as  establish  the  idea  that  the  malefactor 
went  to  heaven.  The  question  is  then, 
where  did  he  go,  and  if  not  to  heaven, 
then  the  paradise  named  ind  heaven  are 
two  different  places.  Let  the  Scriptures 
answer  for  themselves.  Three  days  after 
the  crucifixion  the  Savior  came  forth,  a 
resurrected  being,  and  ns  Mary  met  Him 
at  the  tomb,  He  said  unto  her,  "Touch 
me  not.  for  I  tun  not  yet  ascended  to  my 
Father."  Thus  we  have  from  His  own 
lips,  in  which  there  was  never  guile,  that 
he  had  not  ascended  tn  the  Bather,  and  if 
He    had    not.    neither    had    the    thief.      If 

no  further  light  than  this  could  be  found 
in  the  Sacred  Volume,  this  would  be  snf- 
firient  to  show  that  the  malefactor  did 
OOl  --"  t"  heaven,  for  where  .lesus  went 
In-  went,  for  that  was  the  promise:  where, 
then,  did  he  go'.'  Turn  to  1.  Peter  iii.:lS- 
-l.  and  the  question  is  answered-,  "For 
Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins, 
the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might 
bring  us  to  God.  being  put  to  death  in 
the  flesh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit: 
By  which  also  He  went  and  preached 
unto  tin-  spirits  in  prison,  which  some 
time  wen-  disobedient  when  once  the  long 
suffering  of  God  waited  iu  the  da-s  of 
Noah." 

This  makes  it  plain  then  that  the  para- 
dise referred  to  was  the  prison  house,  to 
which  Jesus  went  and  opened  up  a  dis- 
pensation of  the  Gospel  to  the  dead,  and 
the  next   chapter,  6th  vers,-,   says,   "For 

this  cause  was  the  Gospel  preached  also 
to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they  might 
be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh, 
but  live  according  to  God  in  the  Spirit." 
The  thief  then  went  to  a  place  of  con- 
finement to  remain  until  the  justice  of 
God  should  be  satisfied,  and  mercy  step 
in  and  claim  her  own.  The  difference 
between  the  penitent  malefactor,  who  ap- 
pears to  have  repented  before  death,  and 
the  antedeluvians  was  that  the  former 
immediately  went  to  a  place  where  Christ 
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would  present  to  him  the  plan  of  life, 
that  day,  while  the  latter  had  waited 
hundreds  of  years  for  that  privilege,  so 
that  repentance  brings  its  blessings  even 
upon  the  death-bed,  but  to  say  that  after 
a  life  of  sin,  the  malefactor  went  straight 
to  the  abode  of  the  Father  and  remained 
there  in  glory  is  in  conflict  with  the 
teachings  of  Christ  and  Peter.  The  state- 
ments of  Peter  relative  to  the  mission  of 
Christ  to  the  spirits  in  prison  throws 
light  upon  the  saying  of  the  Savior  in  St. 
John  v.:'_'5,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
you  the  hour  is  coming  and  now  is,  when 
the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son 
of  Clod,  and  they  that  heir  shall  live." 

Thus  we  see  the  privileges  of  the  peni- 
tent malefactor.  He  went  to  the  prison 
house  and  heard  the  Gospel,  but  how  long 
he  remained  there  before  receiving  all 
the  saving  benefits  of  the  Gospel,  we  are 
not  told.  One  thing  is  certain,  he  did  not 
come  back  with  the  Messiah,  nor  have  we 
ever  heard  of  him  sitting  down  with 
Christ  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Father. 
The  Scriptures  being  true  which  says, 
"The  murderer  hath  not  eternal  life  abid- 
ing him,"  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  prayers 
of  all  the  ministers  on  earth  cannot  carry 
the  soul  of  the  assassin  to  the  presence 
and  glory  of  God.  As  there  are  different 
degrees  of  glory,  so  are  there  various 
grades  of  crimes  to  which  are  attached 
the  different  degrees  of  punishment,  all 
of  which  clearly  maintains  the  justice 
and  mercy  of  God. 

In  Galatians  v.:19-21,  we  read  as  fol- 
lows: "Now  the  works  of  the  flesh  are 
manifest,  which  are  these:  adultery,  for- 
nication, uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idol- 
atry, witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  emula- 
tions, wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies, 
envying,  murder,  drunkenness  and  such 
like;  of  the  which  I  tell  you  before,  as 
1  have  also  told  you  in  time  past,  that 
they  which  do  such  things  shall  not  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God."  In  conclu- 
sion, as  a  true  definition  of  repentance, 
let  us  quote  the  words  of  Paul  to  the 
Kphesians,  iv.:25-27:  "Wherefore  put- 
ting away  lying,  let  every  man  speak 
truth  with  his  neighbor.  *  *  *  Be  ye 
angry  and  sin  net.  Let  not  the  sun  go 
down  upon  your  wrath.  *  *  *  Nei- 
ther give  place  to  the  devil.  "Let  him 
that  stole,  steal  no  more.  Let  no  corrupt 
communication  proceed  out  of  your 
mouth."  This  is  the  only  repentance 
taught  in  Holy  Writ,  and  simply  means, 
to  forsake  all  sin,  and  accomplish  a  refor- 
mation of  life. 


PRIESTHOOD  AND  PRESIDENCY. 


(Continued  from  last  week.) 
There  were  present  at  this  interview 
Elders  Samuel  G.  Spencer,  William  E. 
Criddle,  Eugene  S.  Hart  and  Archibald 
G.  Young,  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  each  and  all  of 
whom  certify  to  the  correctness  of  these 
questions  and  responses,  which  has  never 
been  denied,  although  the  gentleman  in- 
terviewed has  denied  seeing,  before  they 
were  published,  the  questions  and  an- 
swers following  those  we  have  given  in 
the  long  interview  that  was  held  and 
which  appeared  in  full  in  the  Deseret 
Evening  News  of  July  1st,  1S96.  But 
even  if  he  should  claim  any  such  ordina- 
tion or  appointment,  it  would  not  stand 
for  a  moment  as  against  the  order  estab- 
lished  by    revelation   from    God    through 


his    father   for   the   government   of     the 
Church,  which  we  will  now  consider. 

In  the  first,  years  of  the  childhood  of 
the  Church  there  were  numerous  at- 
tempts on  the  part  of  enthusiastic  per- 
sons to  regulate  its  affairs  by  visions,  or 
"tongues,"  or  revelations  they  claimed  to 
have  received.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  to  warn  the  Church  against 
accepting  anything  for  that  purpose  ex- 
cept through  the  head.  In  September, 
1S30,  the  Lord  said: 

"Behold,  verily,  verily  I  say  unto  thee, 
no  one  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  com- 
mandments and  revelations  in  this  Church 
except  my  servant  Joseph  Smith,  Jim., 
for  he  receiveth  them  even  as  Hoses. 
*  *  *  For  I  have  given  him  the  keys 
of  the  mysteries  and  the  revelations 
which  are  sealed,  until  I  shall  appoint 
unto  them  another  in  his  stead."  (Doc. 
&  Cov.  Sec.  28:  2,  7.) 
In  February,  1S31,  the  Lord  said: 
"And  this  ye  shall  know  assuredly  that 
there  is  none  other  appointed  unto  you 
to  receive  commandments  and  revela- 
tions until  he  be  taken  if  he  abide  in  me. 
But  verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that 
none  else  shall  be  appointed  unto  this 
gift  except  it  be  through  him,  for  if  it 
be  taken  from  him  he  shall  not  have 
power  except  to  appoint  another  in  his 
stead."     (Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  43:  3,  4.) 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  dates  of  these 
revelations  that  they  were  given  before 
the  Church  was  thoroughly  organized  in 
all  its  quorums1  and  councils,  and  before 
Joseph  the  Prophet  had  been  tested  and 
proved,  to  see  whether  he  would  "abide" 
in  the  Lord.  But  after  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  had  been  organized,  to 
hold  the  keys  of  the  Kingdom  to  open 
the  door  to  all  nations,  and  after  Joseph 
had  been  tried  and  proven,  the  Lord  .said 
to  the  Twelve: 

"The  keys  which  I  have  given  unto  him 
and  also  to  youward  shall  not  be  taken 
from  him  till  I  crane."     (Sec.  112:  15.) 

This  harmonizes  with  the  revelation  in 
March,  1S33: 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you,  the  keys  of  this 
kingdom  shall  never  be  taken  from  you 
while  thou  art  in  the  world  nor  in  the 
world  to  come.  Nevertheless  through  you 
shall  the  oracles  be  given  to  another,  yea 
even  unto  the  Church;  and  all  they  who 
receive  the  oracles  of  God,  let  them  be- 
ware how  they  hold  them,"  etc.  (Doc.  & 
Cov.  Section  90:  2-5.) 

The  order  of  the  Priesthood  and  the 
governing  authority  in  the  Church  are  set 
forth  in  Section  107  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.  The  powers  of  the  Melchi- 
sedek  or  High  Priesthood  and  of  the 
Aaronic  or  Lesser  Priesthood  are  therein 
defined.  The  order  of  Presidency  is  also 
explained,  and  it  is  shown  that: 

"Of  necessity  there  are  presidents  or 
presiding  offices  growing  out  of  or  ap- 
pointed of  or  from  among  those  who  are 
ordained  to  the  several  offices  in  these 
two  Priesthoods.  Of  the  Melehiscdek 
Priesthood,  three  Presiding  High  Priests, 
chosen  by  the  body,  appointed  and  or- 
dained to  that  office,  and  upheld  by  the 
confidence,  faith,  and  prayer  of  the 
Church,  form  a  quorum  of  the  Presidency 
of  the  Church.  The  Twelve  Traveling 
Counselors  are  called  to  be  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  or  special  witnesses  of  the  name 
of  Christ  in  all  the  world,  thus  differing 
from  other  officers  in  the  Church  in  the 
duties  of  their  calling.  And  they  form 
a  quorum,  equal  in  authority  and  power 


to   the  three  Presidents   previously   men- 
tioned." 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  three 
persons  who  have  been  appointed  and 
ordained  to  the  Melehiscdek  Priesthood 
ami  are  presiding  high  priests,  when 
chosen  by  the  body  and  upheld  by  the 
confidence,  faith  and  prayer  of  the  church 
constitute  the  presidency  of  the  church. 
Joseph  the  Prophet  was  i  an  Apostle  and 
was  therefore  a  Presiding  High  Priest. 
His  counselors  were  also  men  appointed 
and  ordained  to  the  same  calling.  But 
each  of  them  had  to  be  choseni  and  up- 
held by  the  body  in  order  that  they  might 
together  preside  over  the  church.  The 
Twelve  Apostles,  also  Presiding  High 
Priests,  forming  a  Traveling  Presiding 
High  Council  (verse  33)  held  authority 
"to  build  up  the  church  and  regulate  all 
the  affairs  of  the  same  in  all  nations,  un- 
der the  direction/  of  the  First  Presidency." 
Apostles  are  God's  High  Priests  (Sec.  84: 
03).  When  there  is  no  First  Presidency  . 
of  three,  the  Twelve  constitute  a  council 
or  Quorum  "equal  in  authority  and  power 
to  the  three  Presidents  previously  men- 
tioned," and  when  so  upheld  by  the  church 
can  preside  over  it,  regulate  all  its  affairs, 
ordain  and  set  in  order  all  the  other  offices 
of  the  church  (verse  58)  and  thus  the 
church  can  be  continued  and  perpetuated, 
suffering  no  disorder,  but  carrying  on  the 
work  under  Jesus  Christ  who  is  its  living 
head  on  high. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


GLEANINGS. 


From   the   Logan   Journal. 

Elder  Andrew  Peterson,  of  Logan,  has 
returned  after  having  labored  about  two 
and  a  half  years  as  a  missionary  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  Minnesota,  where  he  ac- 
complished1 a  good  work. 

Elder  Fred  Ballam,  formerly  of  this 
city  but  now  living  in  Hyde  Park,  ar- 
rived home  just  before  Christmas  from 
the  Southern  States,  where  he  labored 
upwards  of  two  years.  He  enjoyed  fair 
health  while  away,  but  was  somewhat 
indisposed1  when  he  came  home. 

Elder  Win.  Anderson,  a  son  of  Patri- 
arch Hans  Anderson,  also  returned  last 
week.  He  reports  thorough  enjoyment 
of  his  thirty-four  months  of  labor  in  the 
Kentucky  Conference. 

Elder  Hans  C.  Hansen,  son  of  Mr.  N. 
M.  Hansen,  of  the  Seventh  ward,  has 
been  released  to  return  home  and  is  ex- 
pected daily.  -He  has  been  absent  f^r 
two  years  and  labored  for  a  time  in 
Brooklyn,  afterwards  being  sent  to  pre- 
side over  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

Elder  John  H.  Petersen,  of  Smithfield, 
is  home  again  after  spending  two  years 
as  a  missionary  in  Kansas,  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  Arkansas.  He  was  President 
of  the  East  Arkansas  Mission  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  mission. 


The  wedding  reception  of  Miss  Emiline 
Bird  and  Heber  C.  -lex  took  place  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride's  parents  at  Spring- 
ville  last  evening.  Both  are  very  popu- 
lar young  people  of  the  county,  and  there 
was  a  large  attendance  at  the  reception, 
a  number  going  over  from  this  city.  The 
presents  were  very  choice  and  numerous. 


Commencing  early     in  January   a  neat 
cover  will   appear  on    the  Star. 
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SATURDAY,   DECEMBER  31,   1808. 

ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OF  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 

LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  (Sod  the  Eternal  Father,  and  Id  His  Son. 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  Ihe  Holy  Ghost. 

5.  We  beliove  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
•  in*,  and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  t«  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Uospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  I 
Che  Gospel  are:  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  second, 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins;  fourth.  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Qift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost 

8.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  bo  called  of  God,  by 
*'  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  by  those  who  aro 
in  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  in 
the  primitivo  church — namely,  Apostles,  Fropheta,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  Evangelista,  etc. 

-7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

8.  Wo  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
is  translated  correctly  ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

8.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  doce 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent ;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
tbey  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  heingsnbject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
wo  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  Is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  proiseworthy,  we  seek  after  thes* 
Ihings.-JOSEPU  SMITH. 


There  is  a  dispatch  going  the  rounds 
of  the  press  purporting  to  be  an  interview 
with  Congressman-elect  Roberts  from 
I'tah.  by  the  New  York  Wodd  correspon- 
dent. The  World  representative  and  Mr. 
Roberts  had  an  informal  conversation, 
during  the  course  of  which  he  drew  his 
caller's  attention  to  the  distinction  be- 
tween polygamy  and  unlawful  cohabita- 
tion, and  incidentally  stated  that  ihe  Mor- 
mon people  had  kept  Faith  and  no  poly- 
gamous marriages  entered  into  since  1S90. 

Mr.  Roberts  denies  the  authority  tor 
publishing  even  this  much,  but  the  enter- 
prising reporter  fabricated  the  alleged  in- 
terview from  this  and  some  utterances 
of  Mr.  Roberts'  published  in  the  Era,  dur- 
ing the  Dr.  Render  controversy,  but  they 
were  so  garbled  that  they  do  not  convey 
what  Mr.  Roberts  sought  to  make  plain, 
while  other  portions  of  the  World  story 
were  made  up  from  whole  cloth. 


(i  1  - 1    ninety  three  yi  an 

I  ago  mi  the  28d  ol  the 

G)  present    tn  on  t  h  .    Hie 


THE  PROPH 
JOSEPH  SM 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  was  bom.  and  (nun 
the  day  he  received  his  first  vision  until  the 
da]  of  his  martyrdom  bis  life  was  one  ol  con 
tin  1  in  I  activity.  We  doubtif  there  wasanotbi  r 
man  ever  lived,  save  the  Master,  who 
accomplished  a  greater  work  and  whose 

life     was     BOUgbl     after     mere     than     was 

Ins.      When    the   angel   of   the   Lord   dl  111 

ercd     into     his     hands     the     sacred     plates 

from  which  the  Booh  of  Mormon  was 
printed,  be  was  told  tint  his  name  would 

be   had    for  g I   and   evil   among  the  11:1 

lions  of  the  earth:  of  lliis  ihe  thousands 
and  lens  of  ll sands  of  Elders  who  have 

filled  honorable  missions  since  the  organ 

i/.alioii  Of  the  church,  can  testily,  bow 
truthfully  have  those  wolds  been  ftll- 
lilled.      Now    thai    the  year  eighteen    him 

died  ind  ninety-eight  is  closed,  let  the 
Elders  in  the  Southern  States  Mission 
carefully  examine  their  work.  Have  they 
been  valiant  in  the  work  of  the  Lord? 
Have  I  hey  been  brave,  prudent  and  wise: 
Are  they  thoroughly  satisfied  with  their 
labors  and  the  testimonies  they  have  de- 
livered to  the  people,  and  do  they  feel 
that  they  are  held  blameless?  If  .ill  the 
Elders  can  answer  in  such  a  planner  as  to 
bring  joy  and  satisfaction  to  Iheir  souls, 
then  we  have  a  happy,  a  noble  and  a 
brave  band  of  workers  in  the  south. 

The  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  is  just  beginning,  and  the  Elders  are 
still  in  the  held.  They  have  been  sent 
forth  to  cry,  "Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand;"  they  have  bei  11 
sent  forth  to  lift  up  their  voices  and  tes- 
tify in  humility,  in  meekness,  and  with 
power  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  Prophet 
of  Almighty  God,  and  that  the  Church 
of  .Testis  Christ  has  been  restored  to  the 
earth  never  more  to  be  taken  from  iJod's 
children  who  dwell  upon  its  face.  The 
Elders  are  sent  forth  to  testify  that  the 
church  is  organized  with  Apostles,  with 
i'rophets.  with  gifts  and  healings:  and 
these  servants  are  to  warn  the  people  to 
(lee  from  the  wrath  to  conic.  They  are 
to  boldly  promise,  in  the  name  of  their 
Master,  that  those  who  will  do  the  will 
of  the  Father  shall  receive  1  testimony 
of  these  mighty  truths.  At  the  close  of 
the  Near  eighteen  hundred  ami  ninety- 
nine  may  every  Elder  be  able  to  say:  "I 
have  done  my  duty."  Open  your  hymn 
book  at  page  283.  Lift  up  your  voices 
and  sing.  That's  good.  Now  sing  the 
fourth  verse  over  again. 

"We   want   no  cowards  in   our   band 

Who  will  our  colors  lly : 
We  call  for  valiant-hearted   men. 

Who' re   not   afraid    to   die." 


DO   NOT   WASTE    Q  B  '" 
A   MOMENT  j-\   '     ' 


Elders    and     contributors    who    send    in 
copy,    either      poetry      or      other    matter. 

should  remember  every  word,  thought 
and  sentiment  must  be  choice.  We  desire 
to  have  our  plane  on  the  very  highest 
that  can  be  secured— to  do  so  all  must 
make  this  point  in  their  contributions. 


B    lli:i>    be  seen  b>   til'*  re 
rtS     pllbll-hed 

ck  ill  The  Star  (miii 

the  rarloni  conferences,  there  Is  »  great  dif- 
ference in    the   ihowingi   made,     If  the 
oi  each  pair  of  Elders  were  to  be 
published  a  much  wider  range  of  differ- 
Ion  » oui.i  be  pre -•  nted.    This  show  1 

there  Ore   men   in    the  held    Who  are    work 
ing    tO    the    ulniosi    of    thell    ability,    while 

ore  either  practically  doing  notfa 

Ing   or  so    near   it    lint   the   COnfercnCi 
porls    indicate    blank    after    blank    where 
some    results,     at     leut,    Should     be    indi- 
cated. 

Our   Elders    should    realize    thai    they 

have  left   Iheir  homes  and   come  here   for 

the  purpose  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  to 
tell  the  "glad  teachings  of  great  joy"  ilmt 

the    GOSOel    is    again     restored     to    earth, 

that  the  Pristhood,  given  to  the  ancient 
Saints,  is  restored,  together  with  it-  at- 

tendant  authority.  The  necesisty  for  re 
membering  this  should  be  continual!]  b 
fore  1  hem  and  that  to  lose  one  minute's 
time  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  Lord's 
serviee  is  a  greater  loss  I  lit  11  an  hour 
when   in   the  service  of   man. 

\\'e  cannot  afford  to  have  our  homes, 

families,  relatives,  friends,  indeed,  to  lay 
all    we  have  on    the  altar  of  sacrifice  and 

remain  here  wasting  our  time  in  idleness, 
nor  do  we  need  to!  While  traveling  along 
the  most  lonely  of  paths  our  minds  may  be 
occupied  with  valuable  labors  of  study; 
when  resting  in  the  woods,  byways,  or 
roadside,  our  time  can  be  spent  in  useful 
comparisons  of  ideas  regarding  the  labors 
in  hand;  when  in  the  company  of  others, 
either  friends  or  foes,  the  time  can  be 
spent  in  conversing  on  Gospel  subjects  or 
topics  leading  thereto.  In  fact,  there  is 
no  need  to  lose  my  time.  There  is  nil 
an  Elder  in  the  held  who  is  so  devoid  of 
the  spirit  of  his  calling  as  to  not  know 
the  very  minute  idleness  creeps  in,  and 
that  minute  the  prompting  is  given  their 
conscience  that  something  is  wrong:  evil 
thoughts  of  more  or  less  magnitude  are 
introduced  and  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  harm  that  may  accrue  from 
such  conditions. 

Each  Elder  should  take  upon  himself 
the  personal  responsibility  of  seeing  tint, 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  that  his  con- 
ference shall  be  second  to  none  in  the 
Mission'  that  the  report  he.  with  his 
companion,  Bhall  make  will  not  show- 
blank  where  earnest,  honest  and  arduous 
work  would  make  a  record.  He  should 
feel  that  the  responsibility  of  the  entire 
conference  rests  on  his  shoulders;  tint 
if  he  fails  the  work  fails:  if  he  succeeds. 
the  Mission  is  a  success.  He  should  re- 
member that  verse  in  Tilth  (  orinthians. 
"Whether  one  member  suffereth,  all  the 
members  suflYr  with  it;  or  one  member  be 
honored,  all  the  members  rejoice  with  it." 


Enqnirer  Daily    is   now    a    valued    ex- 
change.    Welcome! 
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CHRISTMAS. 


Elder  James  B.  Talmaee. 
(From  Young  Woman's1  Journal.) 
Among  nearly  all  Christian  nations. 
the  twenty-fifth  of  December  is  observed 
as  a  holiday;  with  most  Christian  sects 
the  day  is  regarded  as  a  holy  day.  The 
name  by  which  the  date  mentioned  is 
currently  known— Christmas — is  signifi- 
cant of  the  religious  sanctity  with  which 
the  day  is  commonly  associated,  the 
word1  being  a  combination  of  Christ  and 
mas,  or  mass,  the  first  part  referring  of 
course  to  the  title  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
the  second  indicating-  a  church  service  or 
religious  ceremonial. 

To  the  well-nigh  universal  observance 
of  the  day  as  a  religious  festival  among 
sects  professing  a  belief  in  the  divinity 
of  the  Son  of  God,  the  customs  and  usage 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  offer  a  marked  exception; 
and  there  is  little  cause  for  surprise  over 
the  fact  that  the  reason  of  this  excep- 
tional omission  has  given  rise  to  ques- 
tions among  the  young  people  of  our 
Church.  In  our  own  state  the  customary 
observance  of  the  Christmas  holiday  is 
provided  for  by  law,  and  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  in  common  with  sectarian  Christ- 
ians in  general,  join  with  those  who  pro- 
fess no  church  allegiance,  and  with  those 
even  who  openly  deny  the  saving  mission 
of  the  Son  of  the  Highest,  in  welcome  to 
the  day  of  rest,  enjoyment,  and  good 
cheer,  which  comes  in  the  season  of  the 
year's  deep  night. 

But,  as  the  authentic  anniversary  of 
our  Savior's  birth  on  earth,  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  cannot  accept  the  December 
holiday,  for  they  believe  that  a  reason- 
able interpretation  of  written  history  dis- 
proves the  claims  made  for  the  day;  but 
above  and  beyond  this,  they  hold  that  the 
word  of  modern  revelation  has  indicated 
another  date  as  that  of  the  Redeemer's 
birth-day.  In  accordance  with  this  be- 
lief our  Church  does  not  appoint  special 
Christmas  services,  nor  does  it  take  of- 
ficial cognizance  of  the  day  as  one  of  un- 
usual sacredness. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  are  not  alone  in  thus  re- 
garding the  Christmas  day  as  incorrectly 
placed  in  the  calendar;  indeed  many 
prominent  teachers  among  sectarian  the- 
ologians, and  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  learned  interpreters  of  history,  are 
emphatic  in  declaring  that  the  common 
acceptance  of  December  twenty-fifth  as 
the  date  of  the  Messiah's  first  advent  on 
earth,  is  founded  on  a  mistake.  Not 
only  is  there  uncertainty  regarding  the 
month  and  day;  the  year  also  is  a  sub- 
ject of  dispute,  and  doubt  has  arisen  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  common  desig- 
nation of  the  passing  year  as  represent- 
ing the  lapse  of  time  since  the  beginning 
of  the  so-called  Christian  era.  It  may 
not  be  undnstruetdve  to  briefly  consider 
some  of  the  discordant  opinions  of  writers 
on  this  interesting  subject;  and,  if  a  di- 
gression from  the  line  of  our  present  topic 
be  allowable,  we  may  turn  first  to  the 
question  of  the  year  in  which  Christ  was 
born. 

We  speak  of  the  present  annual  cycle 
of  time  as  Anno  Domini  (A.  D.),  or  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  1SOS;  this  means,  that 
according  to  common  belief,  just  so  many 
years  have  dawned  since  the  glorious 
birth  of  Mary's  son  in  the  stable  at  Bethle- 


hem. The  establishment  of  the  birth  of 
Christ  as  a  starting  point  from  which  to 
reckoii  subsequent  chronology,  was  ef- 
fected by  Dionysius  Exiguus,  nearly  five 
and  a  half  centuries  after  the  great  event. 
Before  the  acceptance  of  the  Anno  Dom- 
ini reckoning,  the  years  had  been  desig- 
nated as  so  many  from  seme  great  his- 
torical occurence;  as  for  example  from 
the  founding  of  Rome,  which  event  is. 
referred  to  the  year  753  B.  C,  that  is, 
before  Christ,  or  before  the  beginning  of 
the  Christian  era.  But  historians,  while 
disputing  as  to  the  exact  year  of  the 
Savior's  birth,  may  fairly  be  said  to  be 
agreed  in  rejecting  the  commonly  ac- 
cepted chronology.  Among  writers  of  re- 
puted authority,  the  majority  admit  an 
error  of  four  years  in  the  placing  of  the 
year  1  A.  D.,  and  say  that  Christ  was 
probably  born  in  the  year  749  A.  U.  C. 
(Ab  urbe  condita — from  the  building  \of 
the  city,  i.  e.  Rome)  or  4  B.  C. 

Murdock,  an  accepted  authority  in  ec- 
clesiastical history,  says  regarding  the 
opinion  of  the  wTorId's  learned  men  on  the 
supposed  error  of  four  years  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  common  era:  "But  the- 
conclusion  is  not  certain,  because  there 
is  uncertainty  in  the  data."  Fausset, 
a  noted  modern  authority  on  biblical 
subjects,  says  of  Christ:  "His  birth  was 
in  the  year  750  from  Rome's  foundation, 
four  before  the  era  'Anno  Domini.'  " 
Geike,  the  author  of  a  widely  read  "Life 
of  Christ,"  says  of  the  Redeemer's  birth: 
"Yet  it  seems  most  probable  that  the 
great  event  took  place  between  December, 
749  of  Rome,  and  February,  750."  The 
acceptance  of  these  figures  would  give 
us  an  error  of  three  or  four  years  in  the 
chronology  of  the  current  reckoning.  A 
contributor  to  Cassell's  Bible  Dictionary 
has  written:  "The  date  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus  has  been  a  matter  of  great  dispute, 
and  is  still  an  unsettled  question.  It  is 
generaly  admitted  that  the  reputed  or 
Dionysian  date  is  erroneous,  and  the 
amount  of  error  ds  variously  reckoned  as 
from    one   to    seven   years." 

These  quotations,  to  which  many  oth- 
ers could  be  added,  have  been  indulged, 
to  demonstrate  the  uncertainty  with 
which  the  initiatory  year  of  our  common- 
ly accepted  chronology  is  regarded  by 
scholars.  Is  there  cause  for  wonder  that 
the  Church  today  looks  for  further  light 
on  this  important  matter?  Some  such 
light  has  already  come;  and,  strangely 
enough,  dt  indicates  that  the  doubts  of 
modern  wise  men  as  to  the  beginning  of 
the  Christian  era  are  without  foundation 
in  fact;  that  as  to  the  year,  the  current 
reckoning  is  correct;  and  that  consequent- 
ly we  are  in  truth  now  living  in  the  year 
1S9S  from  the  time  of  the  Savior's  earth- 
ly birth.  The  authority  to  which  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  point  in  this  mater  is  this: 
In  April,  1S30,  the  Lord  gave,  through  the 
Prophet  -Joseph  Smith,  a  very  important 
revelation  concerning  Church  government, 
the  opening  words  of  which  are  as  fol- 
lows: "The  rise  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  these  last  days,  being  one  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  years  since  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  flesh,  it  being  regularly  or- 
ganized and  established,  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  our  country,  by  the  will  and  com- 
mandments of  God,  in  the  fourth  month, 
and  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  month  which 
is  called  April."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants.  NX,   1.)   Commenting  on   the  sig- 


nificance of  this  statement  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  common  era,  Elder  B.  H. 
Roberts  has  said:  "I  believe  that  this, 
better  than  any  other  authority  fixes  the 
time  of  the  birth,  or  the  coming  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
flesh;  and  that,  as  to  the  year  at  least, 
agrees  with  the  Dionysian  computation." 
But,  in  contemplating  the  significance 
of  Christmas,  we  are  little  concerned 
with  the  year  of  history  in  which  the 
event  occurred,  we  are  to  consider  rather 
the  month  and  day  of  the  divine  birth. 
Again  we  find  the  wisdom  of  the  wise  un- 
satisfactory to  its  possessors,  even,  and, 
as  stated,  at  variance  with  the  revealed 
word.  Let  us  go  again  to  some  of  the  au- 
thors before  quoted.  Geikie  considers 
as  reasons  for  questioning  the  authenti- 
city of  December  twenty-fifth  as  the  true 
anniversary,  "the  natural  doubt  whether 
the  date  could  have  been  handed  down  so 
sociate  the  birth  of  the  Redeemer  with 
the  return  of  the  sun,  which  made  Christ- 
mas be  early  spoken  of  as  the  'day  of 
the  triumphant  sun'  may  have  led  to  its 
having  been  chosen."  Milton  has  aided  in 
perpetuating  the  erroneous  tradition  as 
to  the  wintry  birth-season,  by  stately- 
verse,  which,  were  its  thought  supported 
by  truth,   would  be  sublimely   beautiful: 

"It  was  tlie  winter  wild 
While  the  heaven-born  Child. 

All  meanly  wrapped,   in   the  rude  manger 
lies; 
Nature  in  awe  of  Him 
Had  doffed  her  gaudy  trim. 

With  (her  great  Master  so  to  sympathize. 
It  was  no  season  for  her. 
To  wanton  with  the  sun." 

But  we  read  of  the  angelic  announce- 
ment to  "shepherds  abiding  in  the  field, 
keeping  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night." 
Such  is  not  the  usual  custom  of  shep- 
herds in  the  oriental  winter.  Fausset 
considers  spring  as  the  probable  time, 
and  adds:  "The  season  when  winter 
deadness  gives  place  to  new  vegetation 
and  life  was  the  appropriate  birth-time 
of  Him  who  'maketh  all  things  new.' 
Spring  was  the  passover  season,  Israel's 
national  birthday.  So  that  the  spirtual, 
national,  and  natural  eras,  in  this  view, 
coincide.  To  allow  time  between  the  pre- 
sentation in  the  temple,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  wise  men  and  the  other  events  before 
Herod's  death,  perhaps  February  may 
be  fixed  on."  The  writer  in  Cassell's 
Dictionary  whose  words  concerning  the 
year  of  Christ's  birth  have  been  already 
given,  says  of  the  month  and  day:  "Ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  settle  it  by  as- 
certaining in  what  portion  of  the  year 
'the  course  of  Abia'  would  be  called  to 
discharge  ministerial  functions  in  the  tem- 
ple (see  luke  I.  5)  since  this  would  en- 
able us  to  fix  the  date  of  John's  birth, 
and  hence  the  date  of  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
Calculations  made  on  this  basis  with 
equal  industry  have  issued,  however,  in 
very  different  conclusions — Wieseler  fix- 
ing on  January  10th,  and  Greswell  on 
April  5th,  as  the  actual  date. 
*  *  *  Without  attempting  to  speak 
with  certainty,  the  month  of  Nisan,  cor- 
responding to  parts  of  March  and  April, 
B.  C.  4,  may  be  accepted  as  the  most 
probable  date."  Musdock  writes:  "Re- 
specting the  month  and  day  of  Christ's 
birth,  we  are  left  almost  wholly  to  con- 
jecture." 

Of  the  prevailing  ignorance  as  to  the 
day  of  the  Savior's  advent.  Apostle  Or- 
son Pratt  has  written:     'Let  us  enquire 
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is  the  day  observed  by  the  Christian 
world  as  the  day  of  His  birth— the  25th 
of  December— is  or  is  not  the  real  (  hiist- 
mas  day.  A  great  many  authors  have 
found  out  from  their  researches  that  it 
is  not.  *  *  *  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved and  conceded  by  the  learned  who 
have  investigated  the  matter,  that  Christ 
was  burn  in  April.  *  *  It  is  stated 
that  according  to  the  best  of  their  judge- 
ment from  the  researches  they  have 
made,  Christ  was  crucified  on  the  l>th  of 
April.  That  is  the  very  day  on  which 
this  Church  was  organized.  But  when 
these  learned  men  go  back  from  the  day 
of  His  crucifixion  to  the  day  of  His 
birth,  they  are  at  a  loss,  having  no  cer- 
tain evidence  or  testimony  by  which  they 
can  determine  it." 

So  much  for  the  disagreement  among 
men  who  have  relied  upon  human  wis- 
dom alone;  now  is  to  the  revealed  word 
upon  which  the  Latter-day  Saints  base 
their  belief:  The  Lord's  declaration  con- 
cerning the  true  date  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Church  in  the  present  dispen- 
sation, already  cited,  is  accepted  as  fix- 
ing both  year  and  day.  Of  this  interpre- 
tation, President  Joseph  F.  Smith  has 
said:  "Strictly  speaking,  if  this  Church 
was  organized  'one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  since  the  coming 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  in  the  flesh,'  then 
the  sixth  of  April  must  have  been  the 
anniversary  of  the  Savior's  birth-day. 
If  the  organization  of  the  Church  had 
been  before  or  subsequent  to  that  date., 
if  only  by  one  or  any  number  of  days, 
the  great  event  would  have  been  more 
or  less  than  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  by  just  so  many  days. 
Opinions  formed  by  the  study  of  chron- 
ological events  may  or  may  not  be  ac- 
curate. But  we  would  scarcely  think  the 
Lord  would  make  any  mistake  about 
dates.  Least  of  all,  He  who  was  born 
on  that  day,,  and  on  that  day  thirty-three 
years  later  was  crucified." 

These  are  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
Church  today  bases  its  action  with  re- 
spect to  its  rejection  of  the  twenty-fifth, 
of  December  as  the  anniversary  of  the 
Messiah's  birth.  The  sixth  of  April, 
which  our  people  regard  as  the  authenti- 
cated date  is  always  observed  by  them 
as  a  day  of  general  assembly,  marking 
as  it  does,  an  additional  event  of  great 
importance  and  sacredness — the  re-estab- 
lishment of  Christ's  Church  upon  the 
earth.  As  a  holiday,  and  a  day  of  peace 
and  good  will  toward  our  fellows,  Christ- 
mas day  will  ever  be  welcome  with  us, 
as  with  the  civilized  world  in  general; 
but  we  do  not  desire  to  strengthen  the 
error  of  its  observance  as  the  reputed  an- 
niversary of  a  solemn  event  with  which 
the  day  has  no  just  elailms  of  association. 

How    Should      the    Later-day      Saints 
Observe  Christmas'? 

Notwithstanding  the  positive  opinion 
held  by  tihe  church  regarding  the  incor- 
rectness of  the  Christmas  date,  the  day 
may  be  turned  to  pleasant  and  profitable 
service  by  the  Latter-day  Saints.  Better 
a  date  established  in  error  than  none  at 
all,  on  which  the  recognized  duty  of  all 
shall  be  that  of  kindness  and  good  will. 
Let  the  day  be  one  of  rejoicing  through- 
out the  land  of  the  'Saints;  may  it  be 
sanctified  by  their  ministrations  of  mercy, 
deeds  of  duty,  and  acts  that  shall  rise  to 
heaven  as  a  reverberation  of  the  angel  s 
hymn,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 


The  day  is  a  marked  one  in  the  calendar; 
it  ought  not  to  pass  unimproved.  Parents 
and  teachers  may  well  make  its  recur- 
rence a  text  for  instruction  concerning 
the  Being  whose  name  is  associated  with 
the  festival:  His  humble  birth,  His  youth 
and  manhood,  His  ministry  and  solemnly 
tragic  death;  in  every  stage  of  Mis  earth- 
ly existence  an  example  to  mortals;  a 
man,  and  yet  a  God.  The  lessons  sug- 
gested by  the  human  side  of  the  Divine 
Child's  nature  will  be  particularly  in- 
structive to  children.  Teach  the  little 
ones,  whose  kind  the  Savior  always 
loved,  that  he  was  in  truth  a  child,  in 
many  respects  like  unto  themselves;  that 
His  wisdom  and  power  came  not  as  a  gift 
indepeudant  of  His  effort,  for  we  read 
that  "He  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled 
with  wisdom.  *  *  He  increased  in 
wisdom.  '  But  let  them  learn  that  beyond 
His  mortality  was  the  divinity  of  His  po- 
sition in  the  Godhead;  that  only  through 
His  sacrifice  may  we  expect  salvation, 
and  that  while  we  are  privileged  to  call 
Him  our  Elder  Brother,  He  was  aud  is, 
the  Father's  well-beloved   Son. 

The  misplaced  date  may  serve  to  point 
a  lesson — that  of  the  unreliability  of  pure- 
ly human  wisdom,  and  the  necessity  of 
reliance  upon  living  revelation,  as  the 
channel  through  which  truth  is  given. 
And  with  such  teachings  let  the  example 
of  unselfish  liberality,  and  pure  giving 
be  combined.  There  is  a  pleasing  symbol- 
ism in  the  traditional  customs  of  Christ- 
mastide,  and  respect  for  all  such  should 
be  fostered.  If  the  day  serve  no  bet- 
ter purpose  than  that  of  practice  in  the 
duties  of  giving  and  receiving,  it  should 
be  counted  among  the  blessed  days.  Many 
of  us  have  yet  to  learn  how  to  give;  fevv 
of  us  know  how  to  properly  receive  the 
blessings  of  life. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

(Continued  from  last  week.) 

In  Clay  and  Cherokee  county,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  mob  spirit  prevailed  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  Elders  were  forced  to 
hide  themselves  in  the  woods. 

Elder  Joseph  H.  Parry,  while  staying 
at  the  home  of  William  Webster,  was 
attacked  by  a  mob  and  severely  beaten 
with  hickory  withes. 

On  the  night  of  July  20  a  mob  broke 
into  the  houses  of  some  of  the  Saints  in 
the  Brasstown  branch  and  severely 
whipped  both  men  and  women,  threaten- 
ing still  further  violence  unless  they  left 
the  neighborhood  immediately.  Some  of 
the  Saints  were  seriously  injured  and  all 
were  badly  frightened,  some  leaving  their 
lands,  improvements  and  other  property 
in  the  hands  of  their  tomentors. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  Elder 
Joseph  Standing  and  Kudger  Clawson 
started  from  their  field  of  labor  in  Union 
and  Fannin  counties  to  attend  the  state 
conference  to  be  held  in  Haywood  Valley, 
Chattooga  county,  Georgia.  On  the  way 
they  called  at  Varnells  Station  to  visit 
the  Saints,  arriving  there  on  the  night 
of  July  19th,  1S79.  They  staid  over 
night  and  Sunday  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
Henry  Holsten,  where  the  day  was  quiet- 
ly spent  singing  and  conversing  on  the 
gospel. 

After  breakfast  Monday  morning,  July 
21st,  they  walked  over  to  a  Mr.  Loggins, 
a  distance  of  about  a  mile,  to  look  after 
their  clothing;  as  they  were  on  the  way 
back,    while   walking     along   the     public 


roadia  near  the  line  of  Catoosa  and  Whit- 
field counties,  they  were  suddenly  arrested 
by  an  armed  mob  of  twelve  persons  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Jasper  N.  Nations, 
Hugh  Blair,  David  .Nations,  Mac  Mc- 
Clure,    Andrew    Bradley,   Joseph   Nations, 

.lames  Faueett,  Benjamin  (dark  David 
(Hark,  Jefferson  1 1  unit,  William  Nations, 
A.  L.   Smith. 

All  these  men  were  citizens  of  tin-  sur- 
rounding territory  and  the  most  of  them 
claiming  membership  in  the  eliurchrs  near 
their    homes. 

The  Elders  were  turned  from  the  road 
and  with  many  threats  of  violence,  com- 
pelled to  accompany  the  gang  through  the 
woods  to  an/  isolated  place;  as  they  were 
walking  along  Benjamin  Clark,  a  Bap- 
tist deacon,  struck  Elder  Olawson  a  heavy 
blow  with  a  club  from  behind,  nearly  fell- 
ing him  to  the  ground.  While  passing 
a  spring  of  water,  Elder  Standing  re- 
quested to  be  permitted  to  get  a  drink. 
A  temporary  halt  was  made  while  he 
drank,  after  which  a  conversation  was 
had,  the  two  men  being  separated  some 
little  distance,  when  suddenly  Elder 
Standing  was  shot  in  the  face,  by  one  of 
the  miscreants,  the  ball  striking  fiirn  near 
the  bridge  of  the  nose,  killing  him  almost 
instantly,  he  only  groaned  heavily,  as  he 
reeled  and  fell  to  the  ground  not  speaking 
a  word  after  being  shot.  The  crowd  then 
turned  and!  pointing  their  guns  at  Elder 
Clawsom,  threatened  to  kill  him.  He 
calmly  folded  his  arms  and  told  them  he 
was  "not  afraid  to  die"  and  to  "shoot!" 
After  a  momentary  hesitation,  some  one 
caliedi  out  "Don't  shoot"  and  the  guns 
were  immediately  lowered.  Elder  Claw- 
son  then  walked  over  to  the  martyred 
Elder  and  raising  his  head1  placed  his 
folded  hat  under  it  for  a  pillow.  Turn- 
ing to  the  murderers,  he  said1  indignant- 
ly: "It  is  a  burning  shame  to  shoot  a 
man  down  in  this  way  and  leave  him  to 
die  in  the  woods,  either  go  and'  get  help 
or  let  me  s»." 

After  a  brief  consultation  they  told  him 
he  might  go,  which  he  did  immediately, 
proceeding  to  Mr.  Holsten's,  he  broke  the 
startling  news  and  securing  a  horse  he  re- 
paired to  the  coroner's  office  to  advise  him 
of  the  occurence.  The  Holston  family  on 
learning  of  the  horrible  killing  hurried  to 
the  spot  where  they  found  the  gang  had 
fired  a  number  of  shots  into  the  dead  body 
of  Elder  Standing — no  doubt  to  cover  the 
trails  of  the  actual  murderer.  They 
erected  a  bower  of  leaves  and1  branches 
over  the  remains  to  shield  them  from  the 
glaring  July  sun. 

Elder  Clawson  sought  the  nearest  tele- 
graph office  and  wiredi  President  Morgan, 
who  was  in  Salt  Lake  City,  also  Gover- 
nor Colquitt,  at  Atlanta,  and  the  county 
coroner  at  Dalton,  briefly  reciting  the  ter- 
rible event. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  coroner  arrived 
and  summoned  a  jury  who  returned  a  ver- 
dict to  the  effect  that  the  deceased  had 
come  to  his  death  from  gunshot  wounds 
inflicted  by  one  or  more  of  the  parties 
who  formed  the  mob,  mentioning  the 
names  already  given  in  this  article. 

A  casket  was  secured  and1  the  body  en- 
closed! in,  after  which  it  was  taken  by  a 
wagon  to  Dalton  and  thence  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  accompanied  by  Elder  Clawson.  He 
arrived  there  on  July  31st,  and  was  met 
by  relatives  and  friends,  and  interred  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  amid  solemn  and  im- 
pressive ceremonies. 
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On  July  25,  26  and  27  the  Georgia  Con- 
ference met  in  Haywood  Valley  and  se- 
lected Elder  A.  S.  Johnson,  to  succeed  El- 
der Standing.  The  instruction's  there  giv- 
en were  listened  to  with  deep  interest  and 
the  Saints,  while  resting  under  a  solemn 
pall,  as  it  were,  still  they  returned  to  their 
homes-   strengthened   in    their    faith. 

(We  expect  to  go  further  into  all  the 
details-  of  this  unfortunate  affair,  as  well 
as   the   causes   leading   up    to   the   same. 


Ed.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


.  Lamisou.  Wilcox  Co.,  Ala.,  I>e.\  21. 
To  the  Editor  Southern  Star. 

Leaving  my  mountain  home  on  the  loth 
of  April,  ISO?,  I  journeyed  to  Chatta- 
nooga, where  1  was  assigned  to  meet  ami 
help  advance  the  truth  with  the  Elders 
of  South  Alabama. 

When  first  arriving  in  Alabama  eollards 
and  eornbread  were  of  but  little  value  to 
me,  and  for  some  time  thought  my  exist- 
ence was  not  attributable  to  such  diet. 
But  of  late  it  is  surprising  how  my  taste 
for  such  delicacies  has  changed,  and  what 
large  quantities  are  made  disappear  when 
only  given  the  chance. 

My  labors  in  the  South  have  been  very 
pleasant  and  successful  meeting  many 
who  are  worthy  members  of  charity  and 
•who  are  aiding  in  the  great  work  of  the 
latter  day,  when  again  the  Gospel  has 
been  established  on  earth,  never  more  to 
be  thrown  down,  fulfilling  the  prophesies 
made  by  those  who  spoke  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Ghost,  revealing  to 
mankind  the  events  which  were  to  and 
have  transpired.  This  to  the  world  do  1 
bear  testimony,  knowing  that  ignorance 
has  not  taught  me  such  but  obedience  to 
the  Gospel  and  through  the  mercy  of  the 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  in 
this,  the  last  dispensation  of  the  fulness 
■of  times. 

I  am  proud  to  know  that  I  have  been 
numbered  among  the  many  who  have  un- 
dertaken to  establish  and1  successfully 
publish  the  Southern  Star,  containing  the 
principles  of  truth,  light  and  life  into  the 
hearts  of  mankind.'  And  may  her  light 
so  shine  that  others  may  see  her  brilliancy 
and  be  led  to  glorify  God  is  the  well  wish 
and  desire  of  one  of  Utah's  sons  in  Ala- 
bama. E.  M.  DAVEY. 


Mississippi  Conference  Circular. 

Jackson,    Miss.,    Dec.    15,    1808. 
To  the  Elders  of  the  Mississippi  Conference: 

Dear  Brethren: — The  year  of  18US  is 
fast  drawing  to  a  close.  During  that 
time  we  have  shared  joy  and  sorrow, 
pleasure  and  pain,  and,  though  some  dis- 
appointment, yet  many  of  our  fondest 
hopes  have  been  consummated  during 
memorable  time  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
has  been  made  so  plain  we  could  not  but 
acknowledge  the  miraculous  way  in  which 
He  has  repeatedly  answered  our  petitions, 
healed  us  when  we  were,  as  it  seemed, 
nearing  eternity  and  no  other  power  could 
have  raised  us  up.  Now,  dear  brethren, 
that  this  (to  us)  eventful  year  is  so  near 
an  end,  let  us  reflect  upon  what  God  has 
done  for  us  in  the  Mississippi  Conference, 
•and  then  what  we  ought  to  do  for  Him 
to  show  that  we  are  indeed  grateful  to 
Him  for  His  watchful  care  over  us. 

The  following  occurrences  are  quite 
well  known  to  all  the  Elders  in  our  Con- 


ference. Ministers  who  fought  us  have 
fallen  dead  in  their  pulpits:  others  who 
have  dared  to  curse  us  and  blaspheme 
the  "Mormon  God"  have  been  stricken 
down  so  they  could  not  till  their  appoint- 
ments where  they  were  to  speak  tgainst 
ns;    but    during    months   of   suffering    they 

have  had  time  to  reflect  on  their  career 

and  given  One  more  chance  to  repent  and 
turn  from  their  evil  ways.  Towns  while 
they  have  rejected  us  and  driven  us  out 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  have,  in  a  tew 
short  days,  been  burned  to  ashes.  Mill 
have  turned  us  from  their  door,  and  dur- 
ing the  night  have  been  d  imaged  him 
droils  of  dollars  by  storms,  while  the 
neighbor  with  whom  we  stayed  was  not 
damaged  any.  The  eyes  of  the  blind  have 
been  opened  and  the  cases  of  instant 
healing  have  been  too  numerous  to  think 
of  naming,  one  pair  of  Elders  reporting 
twenty-one  cases  of  instant  healing  in 
twenty-three    ordinations. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  signs  promised 
to  the  believer  not  to  hold  up  to  the 
world,  but  to  strengthen  us  and  show  that 
God  is  still  with  us. 

We  have  been  blessed  in  our  labor  also. 
We  have  baptized  nearly  1(X)  persons  and 
blessed  more  than  eighty  children,  not- 
withstanding the  long  time  we  were  un- 
able to  work  on  account  of  sickness, 
quarantine,  etc.,  and  yet  some  of  us  think 
we  are  having  a  hard  time  and  have  a 
hard  field  to  labor  in,  facts  and  figures 
do  not  bear  this  out.  Of  course  we  receive 
some  persecution;  I  am  glad  of  it;  if  it 
were  not  so,  we  would  become  careless; 
opposition  is  necessary  to  the  human 
mind  to  stir  us  up  and  arouse  our  com- 
bative nature  occasionally,  and  then  we 
will  raise  in  the  strength  of  our  calling 
and  nerve  ourselves  for  the  task  that  is 
before  us.  When  an  Elder  of  the  church 
is  so  aroused,  woe  unto  the  man  or  set 
of  men  who  dare  oppose  him.  They  will 
as  surely  go  down  before  us  as  they  have 
done  before  our  illustrious  leaders  before 
us,  and  we  cannot  but  come  off  conquer- 
ors. 

Brethren,  let  us  finish  up  the  old  year 
with  a  good  record  and  then  we  will  be 
in  a  condition  to  commence  the  new  year 
also  in  the  proper  way;  the  more  we  do 
the  more  we  find  is  in  our  reach,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  the  more  we  excuse 
ourselves  from  work  the  easier  it  is  for 
us  to  do  so. 

President  Condie,  in  a  recent  circular, 
said:  "All  things  are  constantly  chang- 
ing." We  will  find  by  observation  that 
is  true;  we  are  constantly  changing  for 
the  better  or  worse,  which  shall  it  be? 
If  for  the  better,  we  have  got  to  make 
a  continuous,  never-ending  struggle  or  we 
will  never  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  the 
ever  growing  principles  with  which  we 
are  surrounded.  Brethren,  let  us  make 
a  tremendous  effort  to  redeem  ourselves 
and  thus  show  to  the  brethren  of  the  Mis- 
sion that  if  there  are  a  lot  of  Elders  who 
can  make  a  success  of  a  Conference  it  is 
us.  And  with  a  united  effort,  stimulated 
by  fasting  and  prayer,  I  know  it  can  be 
done,  and  feel  to  encourage  you  to  press 
on  in  the  good  work,  knowing  no  failure. 
Remember — 

"Luck   is   work,  and   those  who   shirk 
Should  not  lament  their  doom. 

But   yield   Mie  play   and   clear  the   way, 
That  better  men  have  room." 

God  bless  you,  brethren,  in  all  your 
labors, 

O.  D.  FLAKE. 
A.  B.  PORTER. 


VARIETIES. 


Emm  the  Deseret  News. 

Mary  Adaline  Goddard  Snow,  the  aged 
wife  of  President  Ijorenzo  .Snow,  died  at 
12  o'clock  yesterday  at  her  home  in  Krig- 
hain  City,  of  old  age,  having  reached  her 
STth  year.  Sister  Snow  was  i  very  esti- 
mable lady,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by- 
all  who  know  her  in  her  long  life  of  use- 
fulness. She  was  born  at  Hartford, 
I  i„  on  March  S,  1S12,  and  was  mar- 
ried  to   Lorenzo  Snow  in  Illinois. 

(In  .Nov.  Mil  of  this  year  Sister  Snow 
slipped  and  fell,  is  a  result  of  which  sin.' 
was  very  severely  shocked,  and  undoubt- 
edly this  had  some  effect  in  hastening 
the  day  of  death.  Five  children  survive 
the  deceased,  and  they,  with  numerous 
Other  relatives,  will  mourn  her  loss.  Pres- 
ident Snow  has  the  heartfelt  sympathy 
of  all  classes  of  people  in  the  loss  of  the 
loving  sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows. 


The  Star  is  in  receipt  of  the  following 
letter,  containing  all  kinds  of  high  com- 
pliments: 

Salt  Lake  City,  Dec.  28,  1896. 
President  lien  B,  Rich,  Chattanooga,  1'enn.: 

Dear  Brother:— I  am  in  receipt  of  three 
copies  of  the  Southern  Star.  Not  until 
Saturday,  the  24th,  did  1  have  the  time 
to  look  them  over,  when  I  read  No.  1 
from  beginning  to  end  and  was  very  much 
pleased  with  its  contents.  I  feel  confident 
that  this  publication  will  very  materially 
aid  you  in  spreading  the  Gospel  in  your 
held  of  labor  and  in  creating  a  good  im- 
pression for  our  people.  1  therefore  wish 
you  abundant  success  in  your  efforts,  and 
1  have  pleasure  in  doing  a  little  towards 
the  financial  success  of  your  publication. 
1  hand  you  herewith  my  check  for  .$7. ."HI 
to  pay  for  my  own  copy,  and  would  like 
you  to  send  to  four  of  my  relatives  in 
the  East  one  copy  each  of  the  istar,  viz., 
Mrs.  Ann  Smith  and  Theda  G.  Reves, 
Lathrop,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Carrie  Scott,  LaFay- 
ette,  111.,  and  Mrs.  Allie  Ford,  Brooktichl, 
Mo.  Financial  grass  is  very  short  with 
me  just  at  the  present  time,  or  I  would 
take  pleasure  in  subscribing  for  oue  dozen 
copies  of  the  Star.  At  a  later  date  1 
may  take  five  or  six  more. 

Hoping  that  you  and  your  fellow  labor- 
ers had  a  Merry  Christmas  and  wishing 
you  one  aud  all  a  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year,  and  ever  praying  that  you 
may  be  abundantly  blessed  of  the  Lord 
in  your  labors,  I  remain,  sincerely  your 
friend  and  brother,  H.  J.  GRANT. 

Whenever  any  of  the  Elders  break 
their  fountain  pens  and  wish  to  have 
any  part  thereof  replaced  or  repaired,  it 
is  necessary  to  stmd  in  the  whole  pen, 
holder,  barrel  and'  all  complete  to  the  of- 
fice, because  they  are  delicate  things  and 
it  requires  an  expert  to  tell  just  what  is 
wanted  and  thus  be  able  to  replace  worn 
out  parts  or  repair  others.  We  send  the 
entire  pen  to  the  factory  in  New  York 
for  repairs  and  they  in  turn  forward  same, 
after  it  is  fixed,  to  the  Elder  in  the  field; 
so  it  is  necessary  to  allow  about  twenty 
days,  and  give  the  address  you  wish 
pen  sent  to  at  that  time.  You  will  have 
to  plan  ahead  to  do  this,  but  by  doing  so 
it  will  save  trouble  and  time.  Please 
remember  these  instructions  as  they  are 
beneficial  to  all.  Remember  we  keep  no 
extras  for  the  pens  here,  but  have  to 
send  all  pens  to  the  factory  for  anything 
needed. 
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REPORT  OF  MISSION   CONFERENCES  FOR  WEEK  ENDING   DECEMBER    10,  1898. 
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MILLENNIAL  STARLINGS. 


Releases  and  Appointments.— Hector 
A.  McQuarrie  has  been  released  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Irish  Conference  and  appoint- 
ed to  labor  as  a  Traveling  Elder  among 
his  relatives  in  the  Scottish •  Conference. 

T.  Lonsdale  Allen  has  been  released  as 
a  Traveling  Elder  in  the  Irish  Conference 
and  appointed  to  preside  over  that  Con- 
ference. 

Walter  J.  Knell  has  been  released  as 
a  Traveling  Elder  in  the  Irish  Confer- 
ence and  appointed  to  labor  as  a  Travel- 
ing Elder  among  his  relatives  in  the  Lon- 
don Conference. 

Henry  Catmull  has  been  released  as 
Traveling  Elder  in  the  Norwich  Confer- 
ence, on  account  of  ill  health,  to  return 
home  on  Dec.  15.  1898. 

Elias  George  Gardner  has  been  released 
from  the  Leeds  Conference  and  appoint- 
ed to  labor  as  3.  Traveling  Elder  in  the 
Bristol  Conference. 


IRISH  CONFERENCE. 


The  Irish  Conference  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  con- 
vened in  the  Whitehall  buildings,  Ann 
street,  Belfast,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  11,  1898. 
Meetings  were  held  at  10:30  a.  m.,  2:30 
and  6:30  p.  m. 

There  were  present:  Of  the  presidency 
of  the  European  Mission.  Platte  D.  Ly- 
man and1  Henry  W.  Naisbitt;  Elders  J. 
McKnight  and  John  S.  Smith,  of  the 
Scottish  Conference;  President  H.  A.  Mc- 
Quarrie and  all  the  Traveling  Elders  of 
the  Irish  Conference. 

At  the  morning  session  the  general  au- 
thorities of  the  church  and  the  presidency 
of  the  European  Mission  were  presented, 
and   unanimously  sustained. 

Elder  H.  A.  McQuarrie  was  sustained 
as  President  of  the  Irish  Conference,  and 
the  following  as  Traveling  Elders:  Wal- 
ter J.  Knell,  T.  Lonsdale,  Allen.  Nels. 
Nelsen,  Louis  C.  Duncan.  Joseph  W. 
Smith  and  Francis  Merrell. 

The  following  statistical  report  for  the 
last  six  months  was  read:  Missionaries 
from  Zion — Seventies,  7.  Loral  Priest- 
hood— Elders.  5:  Priests.  3:  Teachers.  ?; 
Deacons.  1;  members.  100;  children  under 
eight  years  of  age.  30;  total  number  of 
souls,  exclusive  of  missionaries,  130. 
Tracts  distributed — from  door  to  door. 
14.233:  in  onen-air  meetings  or  other- 
wise. 8fiS.  Books  distributed — sold,  <i: 
loaned.  '63:  given  away,  32.  Strangers' 
houses  visited — with  first  tract  onlv.  4.- 
4t>4;    first    invitation,    94;      re-invitation, 


183;  Oospel  conversations.  Sill.  Meetings 
held— hall,  101;  cottage,  10;  outdoor,  84; 
Priesthood,  5;  Sunday  school  sessions,  20. 
Baptisms,  12;  confirmations,  12;  children 
of  members  blessed,  9;  died  over  eight,  1; 
new  subscribers  for  Star,  12. 

The  speakers  at  the  morning  services 
were:  Elders  Walter  J.  Knell  and  John 
S.  Smith:  in  the  afternoon,  Elder  T.  L. 
Allen  and  President  H.  W.  Naisbitt;  in 
the  evening,  Elder  Joseph  McKnight, 
President  P.  D.  Lyman  and  President 
H.  A.  McQuarrie. 

We  were  blessed  with  good  weather 
throughout  the  day  and  our  meetings 
were  well  attended,  both  by  Saints  and 
strangers.  The  conference  was  a  success 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  one  not 
to  be  soon   forgotten. 

A  Priesthood  meeting  was  held  at  5  My 
Lady's  Road,  Belfast,  on  Saturday  even- 
ing. Dec.  10,  at  which  the  Elders  reported 
their  labors  for  the  past  six  months, 
when  good  counsel  and  encouragement 
were  given  by  the  presidency.  Before 
leaving  they  expressed  themselves  well 
satisfied  with  the  good  prospect  of  the 
work  in  Ireland. 

N.  JOHNSTON, 
Clerk  of  Conference. 


JOTS  AND  TITTLES. 

Elder  Willard  Johnson  has  been  honor- 
ably released  from  the  Northwestern 
States  Mission  and  returned  home  yester- 
day; a  more  agreeable  sun-prise  to  his 
family  we  venture  was  never  their  lot  to 
experience.— Rexburg  Journal. 

Samuel  J.  and  H.  B.  Parish  and  Joseph 
Ford  received  box  B   letters   last   week. 

All  three  of  them  have  been  on  missions. 
Elder  Hyrum  Parish  will  go  to  the  north- 
ern states  and  expects,  if  possible,  to  leave 
in  about  a  month  and1  his  brother  will  go 
to  England  about  next  August. — Bountiful 
(Utah)  Clipper. 

Elder  L.  J.  Willis,  of  Cannonville,  Gar- 
field County,  Utah,  who  came  out  last 
month,  left  for  home  today,  having  met 
with  an  accident,  necessitating  his  im- 
mediate return  for  medical  treatment. 
He  expects  to  come  out  again  some  day, 
when  he  recovers  his  health,  as  he  de- 
sires to  do  his  full  duty  in  the  Missionary 
field,  although  he  has  been  honorably  re- 
leased. Elder  Willis  expects  to  lay  over 
in  Salt  Lake  City  and  received1  the  neces- 
sary treatment  to  regain  his  health. 

Elder  F.  W.  And'rus,  of  Oxford,  Id  iho, 
passed  through   Chattanooga   today  from 


the  South  Alabama  Conference,  on  his 
way  home,  with  his  precious  "honorable 
release,"  having  been  in  the  fi  lid  sine  ■ 
November  15,  1866.  Elder  Andrus  ha* 
enjoyed  the  usual  experience  common  to 
all  the  successful  workers,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  departure  held  the  position  of 
first  counselor  to  President  Irvin  L.  Pratt, 
of  the  South  Alabama  Conference.  Elder 
Andrus  was  extremely  jubilant  at  the 
prospects  of  meeting  his  wife  and  little 
one  and  home  relatives  and  friends,  none 
of  whom  know  of  his  early  return. 

The  Youth's  Companion  in  its  announce- 
ment for  the  volume  of  1899  promises 
that  it  shall  be  the  best  one'  ever  pub- 
lished, and  The  Companion  always  gives 
more  than  it  promises.  More  than  2<'0 
distinguished  contributors  are  already  en- 
gaged. Among  them  are  Hon.  John  I>. 
Long,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has 
written  for  the  New  Year's  number  an 
article  on  our  torpedo  boat  service,  <  n- 
titled  "The  Little  Demons  of  War;"  Ed- 
ward Everett  Hale,  Bret  Harte,  Henry 
M.  Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  James  Bryce.  John 
Burroughs,  William  D.  Howelss,  Andrew 
Lang.  Edmund  Gosse,  Alfred  Austin,  the 
English  poet  laureate,  Hon.  Carl  Schurz, 
Thomas  Nelson  Page.  Willi lm  Bltik. 
Sarah  Orne  Jewett,  Octave  Thanet  anl 
Poultney  Bigelow.  This  is  but  a  selec- 
tion from  the  definite  programme  which 
The  Companion  has  prepared  for  its  read- 
ers in  1899 — a  programme  so  rich  and 
varied  as  to  attract  young  and  old  with 
equal  charm.  All  subscribers  to  the  15-99 
volume  will  receive  the  exquisite  ■  Com- 
panion Calendar  for  1S99 — the  finest  one 
ever  given  to  Companion  readers,  and  one 
of  the  finest  ever  produced.  A  handsome 
illustrated  announcement  and  sample 
copies  will  be  sent  free  to  any  one  ad- 
dressing The  Youth's  Companion,  211  Co- 
i  lumbus  avenue,  Boston,  Mass. 


Two  Mormon  Elders,  Messrs.  Thurber 

and  Boyle,  Jr.,  spent  a  night  at  Ducloux- 

ville.      Their    visit   was   appreciated   and 

i  enjoyed   by    all.      We   find   them      to    be 

1  clever    people    in    every    sense. — Citronel 

(Ala.)  Times. 


It  is  requested  by  the  Commisary  Clerk 
at  this  office  that  wherever  express  offices 
can  be  used  in  the  transmission  of  hats 
to  the  Elders  or  those  ordering  them,  to 
note  this  fact  on  their  orders.  It  is  much 
better  to  send  such  articles  by  express 
than  by  mail  where  offices  are  located. 


The  way  orders  tome  in  for  the  Star 
accompanied  by  the  money,  is  truly 
gratifying. 


